
October	2016	
	
Just checkin’ in…	*				
	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Dear	friends,	
	
Greetings	from	Nairobi,	where	it	has	finally	warmed	up	a	bit	after	a	chilly	July	and	August,	
and	as	we	are	now	into	October,	the	purple	Jacaranda	trees	are	in	full	bloom,	carpeting	the	
roads	with	lavender	blossoms.		This	is	one	of	my	favorite	times	of	year!	
	
Besides	teaching,	advising	and	mentoring	graduate	students	at	ILU	(International	
Leadership	University)	in	Nairobi,	I	have	the	privilege	of	being	involved	in	several	other	
ministries,	which	God	is	using	to	impact	lives	and	whole	communities	in	East	Africa.		Let	me	
share	about	one	of	them:	
	
Transformational	Leadership	in	Africa	(TLAfica)	is	a	ministry	that	trains	pastors	and	other	
church	leaders	serving	at	the	grass	roots	level,	and	trains	women	in	economic	
empowerment,	especially	in	Rwanda	and	DRC,	but	also	Uganda,	Kenya,	Burundi,	and	South	
Sudan.		Begun	by	Dr.	Faustin	Ntamushobora	and	his	wife	Salome,	the	ministry	continues	to	
grow	and	expand,	addressing	leadership	character	and	skills,	marriage	and	family,	and	
church-led	community	development.	The	training	courses	always	involve	hands-on	projects	
within	the	participants’	own	communities,	and	at	the	end	of	each	program,	each	graduate	
receives	a	cow	or	a	goat	as	the	graduation	“certificate”.	
	
I	first	met	Faustin,	back	in	1995,	when	he	and	his	wife	Salome	arrived	in	Nairobi	as	refugees	
out	of	the	Rwandan	genocide.		He	enrolled	in	the	Masters	program	at	Daystar	where	he	
became	my	student,	having	to	first	spend	a	semester	learning	English.		He	is	bright,	wise,	
with	a	heart	for	God,	and	by	the	time	he	graduated	three	years	later,	I	even	gave	him	one	or	
two	of	my	academic	papers	to	read	and	edit,	in	English,	over	some	of	the	native	English	
speakers!		Those	early	years	in	Kenya	were	very	difficult	for	Faustin	and	his	family.	In	
addition	to	the	on-going	distressing	news	from	back	home,	with	family	members	being	
killed	and	the	continued	unrest,	the	stresses	of	studying	in	a	new	language	and	adapting	to	
Kenyan	culture,	Salome	had	complications	in	childbirth	that	year	and	almost	died	from	
excessive	bleeding,	and	the	hospital	had	depleted	their	blood	supply.	Because	my	blood	type	
matched	hers,	I	was	able	to	donate	blood	on	the	spot	at	Kikuyu	hospital,	and	Faustin	even	
today	introduces	me	as	his	sister-in-law,	i.e.	sister	to	his	wife	by	blood!	
	
As	the	TLAfrica	board,	we	are	working	hard	to	develop	ways	to	be	strategic	and	self-
sustaining.		Our	current	Kenyan	board	fund-raising	scheme	is	a	pig	project	we	are	starting	
just	outside	of	Nairobi	(believe	me,	I’m	still	very	much	a	city	girl	–	I’m	learning	lots!),	but	the	
big	focus	right	now	is	on	developing	the	dream	of	Thousand	Hills	International	University	
(THIU)	in	Musanze,	Rwanda,	to	go	the	next	step	in	training	grassroots	leaders	in	the	region.		
We	have	the	campus	design,	15	acres	of	land	there	in	northern	Rwanda,	and	the	curriculum	
plans	to	start	with	a	Bachelor	of	Theology	with	a	minor	in	Community	Development.		
Students	are	already	committing	to	enroll	from	Rwanda,	Eastern	DRC,	and	Burundi,	with	
the	criteria	that	they	each	(perhaps	through	their	churches)	come	with	$400	per	year,	while	
the	board	raises	the	remaining	$600	per	year	as	scholarship	funds	(thus	the	pig	project).		
Even	the	architecture	is	planned	on	the	idea	of	“Ubuntu”	(community	and	relationships),	
and	going	“green”	with	solar	power	and	renewable	energy.			We	are	in	discussion	with	
Daystar	University	in	Kenya	to	serve	as	the	umbrella	as	Rwandese	accreditation	is	being	



finalized,	and	the	English	classes	begin	in	February	2017,	with	the	goal	of	the	first	intake	in	
September	2017.		Rwanda	is	moving	to	English	as	the	official	language,	thus	the	
commitment	to	offer	the	university	programs	in	English.	
	
In	June,	the	Kenyan,	Rwandan,	and	DR	Congolese	boards	met	together	along	with	a	few	
American	friends	along	the	shores	of	Lake	Kifu,	to	harmonize	the	way	the	various	country	
boards	can	best	work	together.		It	was	an	amazing	four	days	as	we	discussed	and	outlined	
priorities,	hammered	out	working	documents,	and	built	relationships	together	–	all	done	in	
four	different	languages	among	the	thirty	of	us:		English,	Swahili,	French	and	Kinyarwanda,	
plus	a	sprinkle	of	words	in	Lingala		(DRC)	and	Kikuyu	(Kenya)	here	and	there.		Whoever	
was	speaking	would	have	someone	else	standing	beside	them	to	translate,	while	others	in	
their	seats	would	further	translate	to	each	other	back	and	forth.			One	delightful	incident	
was	when	one	of	the	Kenyan	board	members,	a	lawyer,	was	explaining	some	legal	
technicalities	using	Swahili.		When	words	defeated	her,	she	switched	to	English.		The	
translator	blithely	continued	on	also	in	English,	until	he	realized	that	she	had	switched	
languages,	so	he	had	to	do	the	reverse,	amidst	gales	of	sympathetic	laughter.		Sometimes	a	
translator	would	get	stuck	for	a	word,	and	others	around	the	room	would	chime	in	to	offer	
suggestions.		Most	people	spoke	any	two	of	the	four.		I	even	was	able	to	jump	in	to	provide	a	
French	word	or	two	when	the	fluent	speaker	got	stuck,	and	at	least	I	understood	a	fair	bit	of	
the	varieties	of	Swahili.		The	other	joy	was	singing	together	in	worship	throughout	the	
retreat	–	songs	in	all	the	languages,	and	of	course	always	with	dancing.	
	
To	catch	you	up	with	some	of	my	involvements	over	the	last	few	months,	and	to	bring	some	
prayer	requests,	here	is	an	update:	
	
Recent	events:	
June	16th-19th:		Joint	board	meetings	for	Transformational	Leadership	in	Africa	

	(TLAfrica)	in	Kigufi,	Rwanda	along	the	shores	of	Lake	Kivu.	
July	2nd-14th:		A	wonderful	escape	to	the	Kenyan	Coast	for	holidays,	with	two	other		

Nairobi	families.	
July	31st:		ILU	32nd	graduation,	graduating	107	students.		I	served	as	the	MC	for	the	
	 ceremony.	
August	11th:		Imani	began	11th	grade	at	West	Nairobi	School.	
August	12th:		Justin	began	orientation	as	he	started	his	freshman	year	at	Penn	State		

University,	to	major	in	Architectural	Engineering		(I	was	with	him	in	the		
US	for	two	weeks	as	he	settled	in,	plus	also	visited	a	supporting	church	and		
one	of	my	brothers	and	his	family	near	Boston).	

August	29th-Sept.	2nd:		Facilitated	a	Training	of	Teachers/Trainers	(TOT)	training	at	
	ILU.	

Sept.	12th-16th:		Nine	ILU	PhD	students	presented	their	dissertation	proposals		
to	us,	a	panel	of	4	to	5	faculty	supervisors.	

Sept.	17th:		Led	a	morning	session	at	Nairobi	Chapel	for	the	new	women’s		
ministry/fellowship	group,	called	“Binti”	(“Ladies”).		The	topic	was	on	prayer.	

Sept.	20th-29th:		Co-taught	an	8-day	module	on	mentoring	for	leadership		
development,	for	the	D.Min.	students	at	Africa	International	University		
(former	NEGST).	

Sept.	27th:		Led	the	monthly	day	of	staff	training	at	Nairobi	Chapel,	based	on	the		
June	course	I	had	taught	on	“Growing	Deep	in	the	Depths	of	our	Souls.”		It		
was	a	rich	time	of	experimenting	with	praying	Scripture,	using	ancient		
spiritual	exercises	like	palms	down/palms	up,	and	more.	



	
Up-coming	events	and	prayer	needs:	

1. For	the	first	week	of	November,	I	will	be	teaching	a	course	on	Strategic	Leadership	
Development	(mentoring,	coaching,	and	curriculum	design	for	leadership	
development)	at	ACTS	(Africa	Center	for	Theological	Studies)	in	Lagos,	Nigeria,	Oct.	
31st-November	4th,	then	follow	with	meetings	with	our	ILU	PhD	students	who	are	
there	in	Lagos,	for	their	dissertation	proposal	defenses,	Nov.	7th	&	8th.		I	will	then	
represent	ILU	Kenya	at	ACTS’	graduation	on	November	12th,	before	returning	to	
Nairobi.	

2. A	second	set	of	ILU	PhD	Leadership	dissertation	proposal	defenses	will	take	place	
here	in	Nairobi,	November	14th-18th.	

3. I	have	far	to	go	in	raising	my	monthly	support.		Would	you	consider	becoming	
a	partner?		(See	the	information	below,	at	the	bottom	of	the	letter).		And	heartfelt	
gratitude	for	those	of	you	who	are	already	giving!	Thank	you!		

4. In	addition,	my	trusty	1992	Suzuki	Escudo,	which	I	have	been	driving	for	the	past	17	
years	(and	I	am	the	3rd	owner!)	is	still	working,	but	barely.		Especially	in	Nairobi	
where	breakdowns	can	be	dangerous,	making	one	very	vulnerable	to	violence,	it	
really	is	time	to	get	a	newer	car.	I	need	to	raise	approx.	$15,000	to	buy	a	good	
2006	to	2008	used	car	with	relatively	low	mileage,	such	as	a	Rav4,	strong	enough	to	
survive	the	potholes	and	rough	roads	to	last	awhile.		Would	you	be	able,	willing,	to	
contribute?	See	the	information	below,	at	the	bottom	of	the	letter).		
	

Thanksgiving:	
1. For	new	tenants	in	my	Seattle	condo,	as	of	Sat.,	Oct.	1st!	
2. For	the	technology	of	today,	which	allows	good	chats,	video	calls,	etc.	to	stay	current	

with	Justin,	far	away	on	another	continent.		Since	it’s	free,	we	take	the	time	to	share	
the	jokes,	daily	events,	as	well	as	the	business	that	needs	to	be	taken	care	of.	

3. For	the	extra	time	with	Imani	each	evening	and	weekends,	as	she	now	has	my	sole	
attention	at	home.	

4. For	clearer	focus	of	work	at	ILU	this	year	(yes,	I	am	there	this	one	more	year	after	
all,	but	primarily	with	just	the	PhD	program),	and	for	being	able	to	say	“no”	to	a	
number	of	tasks	that	somehow	keep	landing	in	my	corner,	yet	are	really	not	part	of	
what	I	need	to	be	doing.	

Photos:	
1. Justin	with	the	Penn	State	Nittany	Lion	
2. Imani	with	her	beloved	Macchiato	
3. Faustin	(left),	Salome	(right)	(TLAfrica	Directors)and	friend	
4. The	combined	TLAfrica	Boards,	June	2016	in	Kigufi,	Rwanda	
5. Marta	at	the	TLAfrica	board	meetings	
6. Board	members	in	meetings,	singing	to	open	the	session.	

	

	



	

	 	
	
	
WAYS TO GIVE TO MARTA BENNETT, WITH THE ANTIOCH PARTNERS  
 
 

Personal Check:  
Please make checks payable to “The Antioch Partners” and note “Bennett Support” on memo 
line.   Please mail checks and this completed card to:    

 The Antioch Partners 
  7132 Portland Ave, Suite 136 
  Richfield, MN 55423 
  Phone: 713-490-9571 
e-Giving: 
 

If you would like to make contributions on a recurring basis directly from your bank account you 
can download and complete the Electronic Giving Request form found on TAP’s website 
www.theantiochpartners.org. Click on “Giving” to locate the form. 
 
Online Giving: 
 

We currently accept Visa, Master Card, Discover, or American Express card (or e-check) 
1. Go to www.theantiochpartners.org 
2. Hover over the “Giving” tab and click on “Donate Online” from the drop down menu. 
3. Fill out the form completely. 

Important Note: In the Donation Information section under the category labeled “Please 
direct my donation to:” select “Partner Support”.  
Then under the category labeled “Select partner of your choice” select “Bennett, Marta.” 
TAP will be notified after your gift is received. 

	
Through	University	Presbyterian	Church,	Seattle.	
For	those	of	you	who	would	choose	to	give	through	my	home	church	in	the	US,	you	
may	write	a	check	or	give	on-line.		Go	to	www.upc.org,	then	click	on	“Menu”,	then	
“Serve”,	then	“Give	to	UPC”.			Once	you	select	the	“form	of	giving,”	you	can	indicate	
that	your	giving	type	is	“other”	and	in	the	Memo,	write:		“For	Marta	Bennett,	Kenya”.		
	


